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Abstract 

Among the overall purposes of Sharia is the preservation of 

offspring. Allah Almighty has made marriage the main 

means for this purpose and for satisfying one’s sexual needs. 

Those who do not find a way to marry may resort to using 

tools and alternatives. This study discusses the rulings of 

such alternatives and tools in the light of the Qur’an, the 

Sunnah, the statements of the scholars of jurisprudence, and 

the rules of Islamic jurisprudence in this regard. According 

to some, such alternatives and tools are unconditionally 

permissible. However, this opinion is wrong, for the study 

has shown that some of them are unlawful in the Islamic 

sharia, some are disliked, and some are permissible. The 

study also points out Islam’s interest in the ethical aspect of 

this issue and its rejection of the alternative systems adopted 

by some non-Islamic communities such as same-sex 

marriage and homosexuality.    
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