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Origin of the Friday prayer Conformity with Sharia and Its Impact on not
Holding the Friday Prayer in Homes at the Time of Calamity: The Epidemic
of COVID-19 as an Example

By Ashraf Mahmoud Aglah Bani Kinaneh,

Department of Sharia, College of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Umm Al-Qura
University, Makkah Al-Mukarramah, KSA

ashrafalkinane@yahoo.com

Abstract

This research deals with an emerging jurisprudential issue whose ruling has

arisen due to the emergence of the new pandemic of Corona (COVID-19).
The pandemic has affected all aspects of religious and worldly life and led to
changes in the application of some sharia rulings, including the Friday
Prayer. Fatwa bodies in the Islamic world including the Fatwa Board in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, in Jordan, in Egypt, in Morocco, and in other
countries of the Muslim world have issued a fatwa that the Friday prayers be
performed in homes four rak’as (units) like the Noon (Dhuhr) prayer.
However, there emerged some non-official fatwas that contradicted the
official ones and urged people to perform the Friday prayers with a sermon
at home. These fatwas spread on all social media and caused some turmoil in
some Muslim countries. Therefore, this study is keen on indicating the ruling
on this vital issue so that the Muslims devoted to their religion may become
aware of this matter and avoid the suspicions that have lead to wrong
inference in the ruling on this matter.

Key words: Friday Prayer — proof of conformity with sharia — calamities —

homes — epidemic — Corona.
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