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The human right to life and physical health in
international law and Islamic Sharia

Sherihan Mamdouh Hassan Ahmed.
Department of International Law, Faculty of Science and
Humanities in Afif, Shaqgra University, KSA.
Email: dr_s_mamdouh@yahoo.com
Abstract:
The human right to life and bodily health is one of the most
important human rights. Just as the law protects the human
right to life, it provides necessary protection for his right to
physical health, without which life would be meaningless.
Legal protection of the right to the physical health requires
the criminalization of all forms of bodily assault. Hence,
Islamic Sharia and international conventions have
criminalized all acts of assault that affect the human body,
whether deliberately or by mistake. This indicates the
legislator’s recognition of the seriousness of the
transgression against the right physical health. Given the
multiplicity of assault crimes threatening physical health
and human life at large, which entail varying harms, Article

VI of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
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1966 AC describes the right to life as an “inherent right”
for every human being. This means it is a natural right
derived from the human existence, knowing that the law
only unveils nor initiates it. In this sense, such right must
be protected, and no one may be arbitrarily deprived of it.
The right to life is the interest or value that must be
protected by law so that humans can fully perform their
indispensable duty on earth. Therefore, the violated right in
murder crimes is that of “the human right to life” and not
the material object vulnerable to the criminal act.

Keywords: Human - Right - Life — Safety — Physical.
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