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The Authority of the Judge in Contract
Interpretation in the Saudi Legal System: A

Comparative Study

Mostafa Rateb Hassan Ali,
Department of Civil Law, Onaizah Colleges for Humanities
and Administrative Studies, KSA.
Emial: mostafa.rateb202@gmail.com
Abstract:
Parties of a contract may find it difficult to fulfill their
obligations due to ambiguities in the contract or
misunderstandings between them, which leads to the
involvement of a judge to resolve the dispute through
contract interpretation. The judge seeks to uncover the
common intention of the contracting parties and encounters
three possible scenarios: 1) The terms of the contract are
clear and reflect the intention of the parties, in which case the
contract is binding and the judge cannot alter this intention.
2) The terms are clear and suggest a certain meaning, but not
the meaning intended by the parties, requiring the judge to
interpret them to uncover the common intention. 3) The
terms are ambiguous and do not convey a clear and definite
meaning, leading the judge to interpret the unclear and
vague terms. The study also aims to clarify the extent of the
judge's authority in interpreting the contract, emphasizing
the judge's responsibility to arrive at a solution that is
socially optimal and beneficial. The study concludes with a

summary of key findings and important recommendations.
Key Words: Authority - Judge - Contract - Law - Saudi -
Study - Comparative.
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