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Earning from Likes: Legal Classification and

Resulting Effects — A Jurisprudential Study
Wael Mohamed Amin Yassin,
Department of Figh, Faculty of Sharia and Law in Assiut, Al-
Azhar University, Arab Republic of Egypt
Email: wael.yassin@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, and peace and
blessings be upon the trustworthy unlettered Prophet. Social
media programs and platforms allow users to express their
opinions by clicking the Like button, which acts as a
recommendation or support for specific content or a sign of
enjoyment. The Like feature has become widespread across
all social media platforms and news sites... Recently, a
phenomenon of seeking to increase likes has spread, either
for marketing products, raising the advertising value of a
website or channel due to high numbers of followers, or in
pursuit of fame. As a result, likes have become a source of
income for many people—either through buying or selling
them. Thus, there is an urgent need to clarify the Sharia
ruling on this matter. Accordingly, | authored this research,
dividing it into an introduction and four topics. In the
introduction: | discussed the concept of earning, the origin of
likes, the reason behind seeking their increase, and the
methods of buying and selling them. In the first topic: |
presented the case and the parties involved. In the second: |
discussed the legal classification of the contractual
relationship among them. In the third: | explored the
resulting effects. In the fourth: | addressed the general ruling
on likes, followed by a conclusion. The objectives of the
research include clarifying the legal classification of the
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contractual relationship and its consequences. One of the
main findings is: Earning from likes is not permissible in
Sharia if the contract is invalid due to lying, forgery, and
deception... However, if it is free from these flaws, it is
permissible.

Key words: Likes - Earning - Social Media - Ju’alah - Effect.
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