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Recognizing Emotional Harm Resulting from the Loss of a
Pet Caused by Another's Act in the Saudi Legal System: A
Comparative Study with the French Legal System

Mohamed Mohamed Youssef Eid,

Department of Civil Law, Buraydah Private Colleges,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Email: law2(04@yahoo.com

Abstract:

This research addresses the issue of legal recognition of
emotional harm resulting from the loss of a pet due to the act
of another, considering it a moral damage that may have a
deep psychological impact on the owner and may, in some
cases, deserve compensation. The study focused on this issue
in the Saudi legal system in light of jurisprudential principles
and lIslamic Sharia, with a legal comparison to the French
legal system, which has made tangible progress in this area
through legislative amendments and modern judicial
approaches. The research aimed to analyze the
jurisprudential and regulatory rules in Saudi Arabia that
may allow compensation for this type of harm. It also
reviewed the most prominent French judicial precedents that
explicitly recognized emotional harm related to the loss of a
pet, especially in cases of fault or negligence. The study
concluded that the Saudi legal system, despite lacking clear

(J}‘w s Y Y0 gl CIWN oY O gty Lt sudl bl ¢ 3 a3 daslr — 05 M,J‘wu)



mailto:law204@yahoo.com

Al Uil e A3l Al ) (g3 smnd) Uaill (8 yaall Jad e SUN V) o gl ot e W lalall VL Gl ey

legal texts in this area, possesses a flexible Sharia-based
foundation that allows for the expansion of the concept of
moral damage. It can be developed by adding regulatory
provisions or activating judicial reasoning in this regard. The
research also presented a set of legislative and judicial
recommendations to achieve a balance between the objectives
of Islamic Sharia on the one hand and the growing
psychological and social considerations in contemporary
reality on the other.

Key words: Harm - Emotional - Saudi — System - Animal - Pet -
French - Comparative.
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